
$160.4 MILLION    Annual economic cost of excessive alcohol use in Eau Claire County 

The Cost of Excessive Alcohol Use in Eau Claire County 

Consequences of Excessive Alcohol Use 
 

In 2011, excessive alcohol consumption in 
Eau Claire County contributed to at least: 

19 alcohol-related deaths3 

1,115 alcohol-related hospitalizations4 

1829 alcohol-related arrests5 

 

 

 

 

WI  
23% 

US  
16% 
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Eau Claire County population: 98,7362 
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$66.6 million 
Excessive  
Drinkers and 
their Families 

$26.1 million  
   Others in Society 

$160.4 million  

$67.5 million 
  Taxpayers 

Cost per Eau Claire County resident: $1,624.17 

 

For more details, please refer to the full 

report, available online at  

http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/. 

Other includes costs associated with the criminal justice 
system, motor vehicle crashes, and other consequences. 

Others in Society includes private health insur-
ers, employers, crime victims, and others. 

How We Got Here 

Excessive alcohol consumption includes:  
- binge drinking (5+ drinks/occasion for men; 4+ 

drinks for women)  

- heavy drinking (2+ drinks/day for men, 1+ for 
women)  

- any alcohol consumption by youth under age 21 

- any alcohol consumption by pregnant women.6   

Binge drinking is 
responsible for 
76% of the eco-
nomic cost of ex-
cessive alcohol 
consumption.1 

Binge Drinking Rates7 Eau Claire  
County  

30% 
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